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open.1 "They go the length to make the United States at once the debtor for all the outstanding debts of British subjects contracted before the peace of 1783. . . . The amount of the claims presented exceeds nineteen millions of dollars/5 2 And this was done by the British representatives with overbearing personal insolence. Aside from the injustice of the British contention, this bullying of the American members 3 made the work of the Commission all but impossible.
A righteous popular indignation arose. "The construction put upon the Treaty by the British Commissioners . . . will never be submitted to by this country. . . . The [British] demand . . . excites much ill blood." 4 The American Commissioners refused to attend further sittings of the Board. Thereupon, the British Government withdrew its members of the associate Commission sitting in London, under the seventh article of the treaty, to pass upon claims of American citizens for property destroyed by the British.
The situation was acute. It was made still sharper by the appointment of our second mission to France, For, just as France had regarded Jay's mission and treaty as offensive, so now Great Britain looked upon
1  King to Secretary of State, Oct. 11,1799; note to Grenville; King, iii, H9.
2  Secretary of State to King, Feb. 5,1799; Am. St. Prs., For. Eel, ii, 383.   Hildreth says that the total amount of claims filed was twenty-four million dollars.   (Hildreth, v, 331; and see Marshall to King, infra.)
3  Secretary of State to King, Sept. 4,1799; Am. St. Pr$.> For. Eel9 ii, 383.                                  *
4  Troup to King, Sept. 2,1799; King, iii, 91.